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Reflect on your week at the practicum site and answer these questions with explanations for your responses:

1.  What did you learn from a child this week?
· This week I leaned from a child that once you have gained their trust they will open up to you and tell you everything. Children are truly watching what we do and say.  They are so inviting.  I had a little girl follow me around the whole eight weeks.  She was watched everything  I did every move I made, listened to every word I said, and loved I mean loved to play with me.  You would think I was evaluating her.  She got very upset when I kept inviting my special friend to play games, draw, play with puzzles and engage with me in reading or building.  She said “why you keep playing with ______”  I told her come on you can play too”.  Of course she did.  Ms. Nelia just watched from a far and laughed. 

2. The highlight of this week was…..
· When I walked into the room on Monday all of the children were so excited about it being my last day and they had made pretty crafts for me.  They were super excited to see that I had a big box of goodies for them.  They all hugged me and wished me well. They all had fun stories to tell me about all the fun stuff we did and all the laughs we had.  I was truly sad to go but happy it was all over. 


3. One area where my teaching is changing is….
· One area that is changing regarding my teaching is being more open to the concept of child directed investigation.  When the children are actively involved in their learning they naturally walk away with a whole new meaning and idea of what we intended for them to learn. Ms. Nelia and Ms. Kendrick make this too look so easy.  I laugh at them and me because I mention to them how effortless they make it look.  I learned that document everything can be both rewarding and difficult at the same time. I almost feel as if I took more mental notes than I did actual notes.  Things happen and move so fast that you almost don’t have time to get it all down. We need a room assistant just for documentation.  They showed me pictures of me working with the children about 50 times.   

4. What did you learn about early childhood programs this week?
· Early childhood programs have such a creative way to display the children’s work.  I love how the children are allowed to display their work in such a way that it is respected.  This shows the child that what they have created is important and is framed and displayed as such.  I am impressed with the materials that the children are exposed to and how they have an overflow of items to trade out so that the children seemly have new items all the time.  I believe Ms. Nelia calls it rotation.

5.  The observations this week made me think more about….  
· I am thinking more about working in the field of early education as a preschool teacher. I believe the reward is so much greater when you are in the classroom with the children on a daily bases.  Being over the overall program has its rewards but nothing like effecting lives on a daily bases in their actual natural learning environment.  I miss the classroom and desire so greatly to be back in the classroom. Watching Ms. Nelia and Ms. Kendrick and the open ended ideas they had and the approaches they took to learning, art, and experience took on a whole new meaning. 
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