NAEYC STANDARD SEVEN 
EARLY CHILDHOOD FIELD EXPERIENCES

Key Elements:  7a & 7b. Opportunities to observe and practice in early childhood age groups (birth – age 3, 3-5, 5-8) or early education settings (early school grades, child care centers and homes, Head Start programs)
Key Element: 7a
Name of Artifact: Practicum Ages 4-5
Date:  Summer, 2018
Course: ECED 235 Preschool Practicum

Brief Description: 
For this assignment I was to work closely with a preschool teacher for 144 hours observing the classroom environments, interaction with the children and families. 
Rational:
	To display my understanding of Key Element 7a, I used the artifact preschool practicum. I had the privilege to observe the preschool classroom at Day Early Learning. I worked alongside of a wonderful teacher and teacher assistant for one hundred and forty four hours during the summer of this year. During this time of observation I was able to experience a classroom environment totally different then the Ministry I have worked in for over sixteen years.  The learning environment was very large allotting plenty of room for the children to explore and play without being overwhelmed in each other’s space.  There were far more centers within the classroom then required. The teachers frequently changed the item for the children to engage in on a daily bases making in a new exciting day every day.  While the routine and schedule was always the same the lessons and exploratory items were always new. The children were the driving force behind the structure of the lessons that were offered. The large and small gross motor skills were encouraged daily through the outdoor environment which was also very large with lots of equipment for the children to enjoy and supported their developmental skills on every level. What I enjoyed most during my observation was that literacy was promoted throughout the indoor and outdoor environment by simply providing both large and small ready areas, some quite places for the children to be alone in. Books, writing pads and pens were in every center along with lots of words and pictures.  
The teachers gave me great advice on how to ensure that social studies and science was offered throughout the day which is one of my struggles within my own environment.  By this age children are very self-sufficient and could do a great deal on their own.  The only guidance I observed the teachers giving was when the child asked for assistances. There was a number of behavior issues in the classroom, I often wondered how the teachers were able to get anything accomplished but a great deal got done daily. The classroom environment was set up to handle children with disabilities however there weren’t any enrolled within this group. I learned that given children responsibilities and opportunities to assist the teachers gave the children a sense of pride and self confidences which in turn helped with some of the behavior problems. There were defiantly groups of children that worked cooperatively together and as always those few that did not no matter who they were with. The teachers were very hands-on with the children. They worked in small groups and large groups with the children both in the morning and afternoon. Being allowed to complete three activities with the children by myself I was able to get a better understanding of allowing the children to guide the activity and allow their creativity to flow. During my practicum at the preschool I learned a great deal of knowledge about myself, the children, and the job. I learned how I best take in the information about the children. Through my hours I was able to understand how to effectively assess the children
	













Key Element: 7b
Name of Artifact: Site Observation
Date:  Spring, 2014
Course: ECED 100 Introductions Early Childhood Education
Brief Description: 
For this assignment I was require to observe one child’s developments in their learning environment. To determine if the site was equipped to support the child’s domains of development.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rational
To display my understanding of Key Element 7b, I used the artifact site observation. As teachers we observe children so that we can see what they know and if they are able to apply their knowledge to various situations and circumstances.  When teachers observe children in their natural classroom setting we see them in a much more relaxed mode making them more aped to display what they truly have retained.  Teachers can use what you learn to see what needs to be taught through the daily activate, lesson plans, how to structure the classroom and what materials to place in the centers. Observing preschool children is important to the teachers so that they can plan according to a child's strengths and weaknesses. Teachers need to observe to see how children like to play and how they interact with each other.  Children can be quite amazing in what they think and why. Observing is a first step and then interacting with them yourself and finally leading a class. It is imperative for teachers to get to know them, their temperaments, and their personalities. Observation is a key tool for knowing a child’s behavior, when a teacher aware of the child’s behavior they are more habits and their behavior changes then you know that something might be wrong. Because each child is unique observation helps teachers know how to handle and help the child as an individual. When you observe children you are discovering what their abilities are, how they best learn, what they know now and what they need to learn next. Our overall objective is to encourage children to love to learn and become lifelong learners; observations will give teachers insight on the lessons and activities to plan that will motivate them to become more engaged in the lessons.

	I’ve learned through this observation that if teachers try to assess what children knows by asking them questions they often freeze up and don't appear to know much. While it seems almost impossible to observe eighteen children in a class it is possible using anecdotal records on a daily accompanied with taking lots of photos of children before, during, and after activities. I plan to have a system in place for observing, documenting, organizing, reflecting, analyzing and utilizing the information collected in efforts to link observations to a developmentally appropriate curriculum.
