November 29, 2018



Shontay Martin
4245 Napoli Court
Indianapolis, IN. 46235




The Honorable Andre Carson
Congressman for the 7th District of Indiana
[bookmark: _GoBack]300 E Fall Creek Parkway North Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46205



Dear: Congressman Andre Carson,


Greetings, My name is Shontay Martin, I am a college student for Ivy Tech Community College. I will graduate in December 2018 with Associates in Early Childhood Education. I feel that play, in preschool and kindergarten is vitally important for the success of young children. Especially in kindergarten. Teachers have become overwhelmed and consumed with teaching children what’s on test rather than setting up structured environments where children can learn through play. Once children turn five they are thrown into classroom with desks and countless numbers of paper assignments based on subjects that are on standardized test. There is less and less time for children to just be children.  There are so many benefits to allowing children time to play. Play stimulates brain development, creating necessary neural connections. Children who attend quality pre-K programs prior to kindergarten have an advantage and have acquired a host of positive outcomes including better language, literacy, problem-solving and math skills down the line, and they have a leg up on what appears to be the most essential skill to develop at age four. But even with this overwhelming evidence, early childhood education is at a crossroads in America. Pre-K is a foundational year because, for most children, it provides their initial exposure to school and sets the tone for their educational career. They develop certain feelings, perceptions, and ideas about school. Play is the foundation for all learning for young children, and giving children the time and a few basic toys can provide them with a variety of valuable learning opportunities. Play is how children begin to understand and process their world. Children's play unlocks their creativity and imagination, and develops reading, thinking, and problem solving skills as well as further develops motor skills. In our fast paced and high tech society, children have fewer and fewer opportunities to use and develop their creativity. Children who are not given frequent opportunities to play may have a difficult time entertaining themselves as they simply do not know what to do without instruction. By providing opportunities for open ended play, children will automatically get their creative juices flowing, and the possibilities are endless. Play in preschool, pre-k and kindergarten helps children master skills they will need for academic success later on. As states and cities make a commitment to fund early childhood education, they must also invest in support and training for pre-k and kindergarten teachers.
I encourage us to keep our children learning through play in all early learning preschool, pre-k, and kindergarten programs.

Kind Regards,
Shontay Martin 

