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Assignment:  Special Education Program Observation
I chose Easterseals Crossroad located at 4740 Kingsway Drive Indianapolis, IN 46205 to do my Special Education Program Observation.  Easterseals serve over two hundred children each year ages three years to twenty one years old. On Tuesday, March 20, 2018 at 4:30 p.m. I was allowed to observe a seven year old littler girl having speech therapy.
The room was set up to fit two to three children. There was a table that seats four children with four chairs.  There was two adult chairs and one adult table in the room. The room was wheelchair assessable.  The walls were gray with no pictures on them. The room was lite up very well.  There was two walls with mirrors on them.  Both mirrors were down low so that the children could see themselves.  One of the mirrors was actually a trick mirror that I was able to observe from. There were blocks, book, puzzles, games, paper and crayons, and musical instruments in the small room for the children to explore. 
During my observation I observed my little girl had very little and limited mobility in her hands.  She was diagnosed with cerebral palsy at birth. She had on leg and foot braces on both of her legs and feet however she was able to walk alone with very little to no assistance. She also suffers from mixed receptive-expressive language disorder which impairs her ability to formulate speech sounds and effectively communicate with peers and adults. She uses an iPad with the LAMP application that she uses during therapy to repair communication breakdowns. When it was something she wanted or wanted to do she used strong sounds and hand gestures to communicate.   She wasn’t able to explore the environment freely because it was an hour and forty minutes session.  She was given the option of two different things to do at a time. 
	Because it was just the speech therapist, the child and her mother her playing style was cooperation.  Her interaction with the therapist was very good.  The Therapist worked very well with the child.  She had to redirect her quite a bit but given that the child is seven and it was the end of the day, I feel that she did really well. Often times she got up out of her seat and wanted to do something other than what they were working on however she got right back on task. The therapist reminded her rapidly in with the same voice tone and facial expression what she expected of her. When the child got up rapidly the therapist changed the lesson. They played a game.  The game was called Flash cards and bubble gum. The child was given a large bubblegum machine picture that whole in it.  Every time she said a word correctly she was given a magnet circle fill in the whole on the wholes. Once she filled all of the wholes she was given the magical wand. The child pronounced twenty five words correctly. She took the wand and collected all the magnet circles.  She expressed great joy and happiness when all the magnets were on her wand.  I could tell that by the three different lessons she done with her therapist she was a very hands-on learner. 
	One of the lessons they worked on was making their mouths make a circle to formulate the letter Uu sound. To encourage this, she was given a sucker in her favorite flavor to teach her how to form her lips and make the U sound come out.  They practices this about 25 times.  After the 25th time I think she got it because she was able to eat the rest of the sucker. The last lesson given to the child was On Topic or Off Topic.  They both read two lines from a book, the child had to decide rather both of the sentences were on topic of off topic.  She got it correct 17 times out of 20. 
	At the end of her speech session I want to run in the room and give her a hug but I couldn’t.  She did so well. She had so much excitement in her eyes and was so please with herself.  She made conversation on her own by telling the therapist that she played with her best friend in school named Addisyn, they played with a ball in gym and that she really likes her.  She also stated that she had pizza for lunch and that it was her favorite.  She was very affectionate and seemed to really love her therapist.  


